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the King of Spain: those of the Puritans were largely of
their own making, and were due to divergences of doctrine
or opinion less significant in themselves than those which
divided Eomanists and Protestants. But here again we are
struck by the fusion of religious and political questions,
a fusion which does not appear so early as in the struggle
with Eome, but which, in the results which it eventually
produced, became even more important.

At the outset of Elizabeth's reign the Act of Supremacy
was welcomed by all Protestants alike, and the Prayer-Book
was regarded with favour as substituting a purer form of
worship for the breviary and the mass. But dissatisfaction
soon began to show itself among that advanced section of
Protestants which was most strongly imbued with foreign
ideas. As early as 1563, objections were raised to certain
ceremonial observances and restraints used in the Church,
which seemed to savour of popery, and a proposal to give
effect to these objections was rejected in the lower house of
Convocation by a bare majority of one (p. 191). Seldom has
a single vote been more important. Beaten in the assembly,
the malcontents took the law into their own hands, and in
their parochial ministrations omitted to observe the rubrics
or to use the forms of prayer which they disliked. To check
these irregularities, Parker and his colleagues issued the body
of directions known as the Advertisements (p. 191). The
attempt to enforce these rules led to the resignation of some
thirty per cent, of the London clergy and of many others
elsewhere. But the tide of Protestant fervour, naturally
running in the direction of violent antagonism to Eome, was
too strong for the bishops. The tenets of the Puritans, as
the reformers were now called (p. 195), spread far and wide.
The laity, unable to find contentment in the authorized
services of the Church, began to meet in ' conventicles' of
their own, thus coming into collision with the spirit, if not
the letter, of the law.

Thus arose the 'vestiarian controversy,'a dispute which
raged apparently round outward symbols, but which really